
South America, and contains much useful and interesting information. It

appears that epidemic diseases are either unknown in those regions, or are

greatly mitigated in their effects. This the author accounts for by a peculiar
" electric energy," which " operates to decompose the infectious molecule of
exotic diseases and prevent their development," and which is derived from the
influence of the chain of the Andes and the trade-winds upon the temperature
and rainfall, together with the prevalence of earthquakes in certain districts.
Small-pox, however, is an exception, being very common in Valparaiso, where
it is often severe and fatal. It is stated that vaccination is inefficient as a pre-
ventive, and that one attack is non-preventive against another, many persons
having the disease three times and even four ; but the author cites no observa-
tions of his own to confirm these statements, except that he had seen those
who claimed to have had repeated attacks.

Under the head of the Physics of Specific Causation the author gives a

summary of certain functions of the nervous system, with speculations of his
own, which if they are suggestive are too fanciful to be readily adopted. He
notices some of the theories of contagion, especially the bacterial hypothesis,
which he thinks is not founded on truth. While the original producing agent
of an infectious disease may be of animal or vegetable character, or possibly
inorganic, the contagium of a type disease " does not consist of vegetable germs
but is a product of a preceding type action," capable under favoring circum-
stances of inducing the typical action in a healthy system. He is satisfied that
though " the touchstone of time may level his theories to the dust" there are

principles " which neither time nor authors can disturb ; as there are also facts

underlying the structure the author has attempted to build which must remain
immutably fixed through all the coming cycles of the future, and cease to be
facts only when the wreck of matter and the crash of worlds shall announce

the end of present laws and the termination of all existences resting upon
them."

- -

ATLAS OF SKIN DISEASES.1
The title of this work misleads one. It is a treatise on naevus vascularis

and psoriasis, illustrated by colored plates of cases. They are of the same

size as the book, octavo, but are intended to reproduce the diseased appear-
ances of the skin, in these affections, of life size. The author believes that
this innovation in form is an improvement upon ordinary atlases, because they
are generally so large that no one knows what to do with them. The present
part contains four plates, two of naevus of the face, one of them interesting on

account of a molluscous new growth upon the affected parts ; the other two

represent a man with psoriasis of the face before and after treatment. The ex-

ecution of the first two is good ; that of psoriasis is bad ; and the last picture, a

healthy face after recovery from the latter affection, wholly useless.
The value of the book lies chiefly in the text. The two diseases treated

of are those about which the author has recently written at considerable
1 Atlas of the Diseases of the Skin. By Balmanno Squire, M. B. London : J. & A.

Churchill. 1878.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN on July 22, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



length,1 and little that is new is presented. In the treatment of nawus he does
not represent the cure by scarification as so simple a matter as originally, but
admits that the process is tedious, and that "in all cases ten or a dozen
repetitions of the scarification will be requisite to produce any considerable
alteration of the color of the skin." Instead of the cataract needle first ad-
vised he uses a set of parallel scalpel blades firmly fixed in a handle. He has
also much to say about treatment by stippling with sets of needles heated to the
red point in a spirit lamp. They should be thrust into the skin to the depth
of one sixteenth of an inch, and this process has also to be repeated. It
leaves punctate scars, which are less disfiguring than those of the galvaniccautery.

The author states that future numbers of the work will appear occasionally.

1 On Port-Wine Mark, etc. London. 1876. On the Treatment of Psoriasis by an
Ointment of Chrysophanic Acid. London. 1878.

HOFF ON IL32MATURIA.2
" H^ematüria, from haemato, blood, and ureo, to urinate " I .... So reads

the first line of this little book. Such a beginning promises more amusement
than the sequel will be found to afford. Those who read on in quest of fur-
ther entertainment will be somewhat disappointed.

2 On Hœmaturia as a Symptom of Diseases of the Genito-Urinary Organs. 0. Hoff, M. D.
Philadelphia : Lindsay and Blakiston. 1878. Pp.50.

FOREIGN PRACTITIONERS IN FRANCE AND ENGLAND.
In view of their nomadic habits and the large numbers of Americans and

English whom business, pleasure, or a search for health cause to travel or
sojourn in foreign countries, for a longer or shorter time, legislation in other
countries limiting the right of foreigners to practice medicine has an especialinterest, and for us as individuals, whether medical or lay, hardly less than for
the English. A good deal of excitement was created in England last year bythe threatened passage in France of a law withdrawing from the Minister of
Public Instruction the power which he has possessed for many years, and
which under the empire was exercised with extreme liberality, of granting to
foreigners permission to practice, and subjecting them instead to the usual
examinations of a student coming up for a degree. The English government
went so far as to direct its representative to remonstrate with the French
government, and has followed this up in their late Medical Law Amendment
Bill by a renewed protest, and a proposition of mutual liberality toward " trust-
worthy " foreign diplomas, at the same time calling attention to the liberal
provisions in regard to foreign practitioners contained in their own bill. The
bill at present before the French legislature is a modification of that of last
year, but still admits of being applied with sufficient stringency to satisfy the
most greedy of French practitioners, and is naturally unpalatable to the En-
glish. It remains to be seen of how much value the English protest will be
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